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The Vatican International Exhibit of Eucharistic Miracles of the World Hosted Locally
An exhibit of Eucharistic miracles around the world is being hosted in the Springfield Diocese.  St. Rose of Lima Church in Quincy joins with The Body of Christ Outreach, Inc. to bring the exhibit to Quincy on April 10 & 11, 2010. 

“My hope is that anyone who views this will take away a greater appreciation of the gift of the true presence in the Eucharistic Host,” said Sherry Hartz, a member of The Body of Christ Outreach, a group organizing viewings of the exhibit in the Archdiocese of St. Louis.  “We can sometimes become mechanical in walking up the aisle to receive Holy Communion.  If one can remember seeing one of these miracle stories, perhaps it will assist us to focus on communion being the flesh and blood of Christ. It can make a difference in the way we receive the Eucharist,” Hartz said.

The exhibit of 140 poster-size, plastic panels explains 126 Church-authenticated miracles attributed to Holy Eucharist.  The panels include images of the miracle, a written description, the city and country where the miracle occurred. The exhibit was developed and promoted by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith during the “Year of the Eucharist” (2005).  The Real Presence Association translated the exhibit into English in 2007 and sponsors it in the United States. 
Since many people have never heard of miracles attributed to the Eucharist, it can have a profound impact on those who view it.  This walk-through, museum- style exhibit takes about 4 hours to view and read, but most attendees view the exhibit for about an hour.  “Even if one comes to read about only one of the miracles, it can make an impact,” Hartz stated. 

The Catholic Church does not require Catholics to believe in Eucharistic miracles, but these miracles increase devotion to the Eucharist because they provide the physical evidence to help people understand when they can only believe on faith.   While the authenticated miracles in the exhibit are worthy of our attention, Hartz points out that, “The miracle of consecration of the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ on every altar at every mass is in and of itself a miracle.”
Some of the better-known miracles in the exhibit are:

· In Sienna, Italy, where consecrated Hosts have remained perfectly preserved for more than 250 years.
· Amsterdam, Holland, in 1345 when the Eucharist thrown into fire overnight was unscathed.

· Lanciano, Italy, in the eighth century, when a priest consecrated the Host and it turned into flesh and blood.  It was studied by the World Health Organization in the 1970’s.

· Bolsena-Orvieta, Italy, when blood began seeping out of the Host upon consecration. Because of the miracle, Pop Urban IV commissioned the feast of Corpus Christi.

The exhibit will be held at St. Rose of Lima Church Hall, at 715 Chestnut St. (Parking lot located between 8th & 7th St.)  Quincy, IL on April 10 & 11.  Hours are 2:00PM – 7:00PM on Saturday and 8:00AM – 2:00PM Sunday.  For questions about the exhibit, please phone the church at 217-222-2511 or email The Body of Christ Outreach at boc.outreach@sbcglobal.net
